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i NURTURING YOUTH
RUGBY DE_:_E{OPMENT

The Group believes that sports is a fitting channel for youth
development and has adopted rugby as one of its CSR projects.
The overall objective is to channal youthful energy of schoolchildran
towards rughy excellence while embracing positive character building
traits such as team-work and discipline. The Group has laid down the
direction of its rugby programmes towards promoting racial integration
and unity. Through sperts, players can cross racial and ethnic divide.
Having schoolchildren of all races to freely play rugby will definitely go a
long way to achieve these aspirations.

SABAH ACADEMY FOR RUGBY EXCELLENCE

It was on 23rd April 2002 that the Group first decided to formally adopt

the game of rugby. The company signed a Memorandum of Understanding
{MoU) with the Sabah Education Department and Sabah Rugby Union to bring
sparkle back into the game with the aim of lifting the standard of the game to
new heights. Following the signing of the Mol, the Education Department
provided a large pool of students from schools throughout Sabah to join the
Group's numerous rugby programmes. Schools were identified and teachers wera
trained to introduce and popularise the game of rugby among schoolchildren.
Meanwhile the Group took coaching a step further by hiring and
sponsoring professional players from Fiji and Samoa to teach and
motivate the students in the participating schools. e

participating schools should be clustered under an
umbrella body. Thus saw the formation of the Sabah A
Academy for Rugby Excellence, Phase | of the Academy
was launched in Kota Kinabalu on 1l4th April 2004
grouping together all the schools in the West Coast
Region of Sabah. This was followed by the launching of
Phase Il in Sandakan on 26th February 2005 and o
subsequantly, Phasa Il involved schools from Tawau
and Lahad Datu regions. Special projects include
Projek Ragbi Rimau | {Age Group Under-12) and Touch
Rughy (Age Group 7-9). Today, the Academy for Rugby
Excellence encompasses 48 primary and secondary schools
throughout Sabah with more than 2,000 students.

Reaping the fruits of the these initiatives, Sabah’s school teams have produced
very encouraging results and even winning some open tournaments meant for
adults such as Labuan Off-Shore Rugby 7s and the Labuan International 10s,
both in 2005. More achievements were recorded in 2009 when SM Teknik
Keningau, one of the schools under the ambit of the Academy won their National
Level tournament while UiTM Sabah took the national crown among all LiTM
universities in Malaysia.

In 2004, the fripartite partners decided that the “
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